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SUBJECT: PRC ACUPUNCTURE STANDARDS ; NEW YORK STATE 
CERTIFICATION PROCEDURES 

1 . THE NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT CALLED PRCM IN 
REFERENCE TO A LETTER TO USLO DATED JANUARY 29 SIGNED BY 
MARJORIE MUSSMAN REQUESTING CERTAIN INFORMATION ABOUT PRC 
ACUPUNCTURE TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION. THE NEW YORK STATE 
LEGISLATURE PASSED A BILL IN 1975 REQUIRING STATE LICENSING 

OF ACUPUNCTURISTS CONTINGENT ON TEN YEARS OF PRACTICE AND A 
VALID LICENSE OR EQUIVALENT FROM ANOTHER STATE OR FOREIGN 
COUNTRY. THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT S DIVISION OF 
PROFESSIONAL LICENSING SERVICES IS SUPPOSED TO ESTABLISH 
IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES, AND HAS ALREADY PASSED THE DEAD- 
LINE GIVEN IT BY THE LEGISLATURE. HENCE THE URGENCY. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND THAT MUSSMAN LETTER REQUESTED ANSWERS TO 
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 1) IS THERE A LICENSING AUTHORITY 

FOR ACUPUNCTURISTS IN THE PRC? 2) WHAT TRAINING INSTI- 
TUTIONS HAVE OFFICIAL APPROVAL? 3) WHAT ARE THE CONTENTS 
OF AN APPROVED TRAINING PROGRAM? AND 4) IS SUCH A PROGRAM 
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INCORPORATED INTO A PROGRAM OF TRAINING IN "WESTERN" 
MEDICAL PRACTICES? 
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3. STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT WOULD LIKE CONFIRMATION 
THAT USLO DID RECEIVE THE LETTER AND YOUR PRELIMINARY 
VIEWS AS TO WHETHER REQUESTED ANSWERS CAN BE SUPPLIED. 

4. (FOR HONG KONG) NEW YORK AUTHORITIES NEED THE SAME 
INFORMATION FROM HONG KONG, AND HAVE WRITTEN TO SEVERAL 
HKG AGENCIES, BUT HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED REPLIES. CAN 

YOU SUPPLY ANY INFORMATION IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS IN 
PARA 2 FOR US TO PASS ALONG TO NY LICENSING PEOPLE? 
INGERSOLL 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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